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was perplexed by his statement that, although man could with the divine assistance, avoid nil sin, no human being, except Mary, had succeeded in doing so. This elicited another anti-Pelagian work, 0>i the Letter ttnd the. Spirit, in which he gives a finely conceived and skilful explanation of the maxim that * the letter kills and the spirit quickens.1 The light of conscience and of Scripture may only serve to illumine a man's divergence from the moral ideal. In the following year Pela^ius wrote a friendly letter to Augustine, and received an equally friendly and respectful answer. In 414, however, the conflict became more pronounced. A certain I lilary wrote to Augustine from Sicily, complaining of the alarming notions which flourished there since the visit of JPelagius and Cct'lestius, and Augustine replied at great length. Then he was approached on the subject by two young men of culture whom Pelagius had converted to the monastic life. Timasius and James seem to have heard of Augustine's denunciation of the new ideas, and they send him one of Pelagius's writings. The work confirmed Augustine's opinion of the danger of the heresy, and he replied to it in a book On Nature and Grace, In this work he boldly meets the ethical